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FM ARENBASSY SAN JOSE

TH RUFHMC/SECSTATE wASKDC NIACY IMMEDIATE 7255
RUCLFNA/COGARDSEVEN M1AMI FL. NIACT IMMEDLIATE

INFO RULPALJ/ZUSCINCSO QUARRY HTS PN//qCDC/qCJB/SCJS/Joc IMMEDIATE
RUEBRGAZCCCJYF KEY ®EST FL IMMEDIATE

RULPAFAZUSAFSD HNwWARD AFB PN/DO IMMEGIATE £ e
RUBJUNJAZEPIC EL PASO TX IMHEDIATE T

BT

CO0ONF I b E N T I & L

LIMITEF OFFICIAL USE SAN JOSE 7563 R
ERYIC DLEASE DASS TD AFY AND uUSC

E.0J° 120653 NIA
TAGSE PINSe. PMMCe SNARW CS
SUBJL: POSSIBLE ARMS SMUGGLING .

1. A GRFEN CDASTAL CARGO SHIP THE "HaAn CARIBE" (A 200 YO -

235 TON 123 FEETYT TH . LFHNGTH CONVERTED NAVY YT) FLYING A COSTA RICAN

FLAS 1S LOCATED NEAR THE PCRT OF LIMaN. SHIP’S CAPTAIN IS DEREK

LEEs A BRITISH SUBJECT. LEE IS DESCRIRED 8Y ONE_SQURCE AS

A MGUN=RUNNER.Y SHIP HAS A FAINTED FAL SE €aTER=LINE -~

AND 18 STILL LOADFD w1 TH UNKNO&N CARGO. ACTIVITY OWN .
BUARD OBSERVED LOCAL TIWE 1540 HRSS THIS CoulD ' BE VESSEL -

MENTIONFD IN HOUSTON PRESS REPURT UN-ARRESTS by US. CUSTOMS.

2., EMBASSY wILL CONTACT PuBLIC SECURITY MINISTER ARNULFO
CARMONA TO MUOBILIZE 1S RESCGURCES TU pHREVENT ANY CFF=

CORFIDENTI AL

2.7
't
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]
LOADlNG UOF CARGD. IF VESSEL sTitk IN PULACE 2} NOYEMBERSS
EMBASSY MAY REQUEST GOCR APFRUOVAL FOm USCG TU ENTER
CUSTA RICAN TERRITORIAL SATERS «

3. ACTION REQUESTEDS REQUEST uUSCG TO INTERCEPT
FAR CARIBEW SHDU\LD iT DEPART FOR HIGH SEAS.

4. DEA CDSTA RICA 1S PLACING VESSEL ON LOCK-0OUTs i
OPERATIUN TIBURON. SINCE IF IT IS5 NOT THE GUHRUNNi
‘erOanD IN HOUSTON PRESSs IT CUULD BE A MaRlIJuaN
HOTHEER SHIP . % » »
MCNETL ) \

' ' INTTAL
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TO0 RUESJO/AMENBEASSY San JUSE 17M4cDIaTE 7186 ,

INFO QUCLFUA/CUGuAkD GEVEN M1lAa®Ml FL IMMEDIATE
RULPALJ/ZUSCINCSO GUARERY nTS Pn/bCDC/ScJJISCJS/JUC IMMEDlATE
RUEBRGA/CCCJITE KEY nEST FL 1#MEUIATE o
RULPAFAZUSAFSO. H(IxARD AFB. PAR/DUC VIMMEDIETER R

RUs JKJAZEPIC EL F£50 TX I1MHELLATE

BT

UNCLAS STATE 309478

EolDe 1206548 N/ZA . .
TAGS: FBINSs PHMCs St:aRs €3
QUBRJECTS: PUSSIBLE ANMS SHUGGLLING ’ )

REFS: (A). SAN JOSE- 7863

$.. 1M RESPONSE. TU HEFTELs LS CUAST GUAKD ADVISES TrHAT - oL
NEAKEST CUTTER TO COSTA RICA Al PRESENT 18 aAPPRUOAINVMATELY - ) )
600 mILES LDISTANT. LAPID INIERVENTIUN €Y THE CUASTS GUALRD

15 THERKEFORE NOT FUSS1BLE. ity ANY CASEs WEPARIMENT 1S
UNCOMFURTABLE wITH THF TFOLGHT UF TreE US €C0AST GLAED
UNDEKT AR ING AN ENFUORCEMENT ACTIUN #ITRIN 1dE TERRITORIAL
SEAS NF AMOTRER SOVeEWEIGH SIAJE AGAINST A. VEBSSEL NOT.
LEGITIFATELY KFEGISTEWRED 1N THE ‘US = gveN »iTh THE COMCUp=-
RENCFE OF THAT 5Ta4TE. QEELEImMENT FEELS THAT SUCH ACTIONS )
ARE SOULFY THE BEsBOksiolLllY GF Trig &TATe: EXERCISING JuxlS="
CICTI0N OVER THUSE wATERS. ShiUJLU THE VEpSEL FLEE CC3TA
FICAN JURISUVICTIUGNS THE CUsST WUARU anfjulLo ke FRebEk 10 A55157

UleCl #S551F1tu
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ONCE THE VESSEL 1S OUN THE RiGH 3EAS. 1F TeE VESSEL 15

LEGITIMALTELY (QF €CDSTA RICah REGISTRY, THE uUS COAST GUARD .
COULD bBUANDs SEARCH aND SE1ZE THE veESSeL 0N BEHALF OF THE ’

GUECR SHOULD THEY REVUEST TrlS5 ASSISTANCE. l1F 1HE. VESSEL

IS5 NOT LEGITIMATELY OF CUSTA RICAIN KEGISTRYe THE FACT THAT

1T 1S FLYING A CCSTA RICaN FLAG AND IVING ThE AFPEARANCE

OF COSTA RICAN REGISTRYs MAY GUALIFY THE Vi-SSEL AS STATELESS,

$HICH wOULD PERWMIT THE COAST GUAKY T TAKRE DIRECT ACTIUN
UKDER 17T% DwN AUTHUORITY. CONWSIDERIIG THe DISTANCES IN=,
VULVED HOWEVERy TT 1S UNCERITALIIN AT THIS POINT wHETHEE A
CUTTFR COULL RE waDE avAlLABLE TU INJeRCEPT EVEN ]IF THE

SHIP LELVES FDR THE HIGH SEAS.

‘

2. ACTION REGUESTED: REGUEST PUST abPRUOACH THE GOCKR AND
BRIEF THEM Uh THIS C2SEw STATING THAT THE USG HAS KEASUN
10 BFLIEVE TrHAY TwERE MAY BE a4 CARGUO OgF xEaPUuNNS DR OTHEKR
CONTRABAND ABDARD THE MaR CEKISBE. ENCOURAGE THE GOCR <= °

YO INVESTIGATE AND T4nE wPERUPRIATE AcTIuns STRESSING THE

FACT THAT IT 1S UNLIKELY TraT A CUTIER CCULD BE MADE

AVAILABLE TO ASSIST OUE TO THE LISTANCES TWVULVED, ALSD

REGUEST THAT ThE G6CCR CHECKR ITo KeGlISTKY InN URDER TO

DETERMINME IF THE wW/V MAR CARIGBE 15 (EGITIMATELY REGISTERED *
UNDER THE LA%S OF CUSTA RI1CA, PLEASE REPURTY IHE WESULTS

OF TmlS REGISTRY CHECK TO LEPARTHMENT (URPERATIUNS CENTER)

bY TEIL EPHONE AS SOON &S ROSSIBLE. Ir THE maR CARIEBE FLEES

COSTA KICAN JUKRISDICYI1ONs NCTIFY UDEPARTWENT IMMEDIATELTY.

HA1G
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RUEABND/DEA WASHDC IMMEDIATE ‘

RULPAFAZUSAFSO HNwARD AFB PAN/DU IMMEDIATE
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coONF 1 DENTYTIAL

LIKITFD OFFICTAL USE SAN JOSE 7564
-EPIC FORT MIUZTIBURON
DEA EARS FRL: '
£E.0. 120658 N/A
1AGS: DPINSs PMMC, SNARs CS
SUBJ: DOSSIBLE ARMS SMUGGLING-
" REF1 A) SAN JDSE 7563 (DTG 2022482 Nov . &81): -
R) SECSTATE wASKDC 309378 . ' :
) COGUARD LD EPIC EL EAS0O TX NND3BAD
1s FOU LDwIHG UPDATE TO REF A 1S PROVIDED,.
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2. wE ARE NOw POTENTTALLY CONCERNED sITH THREE VESSSELS = RUNDOWN
ON EACK FOLLOwS?

A. MWCARIB UNO® = THIS SMALL (APPROXIMATELY 130 FOCT) EX=UsSe NAVY
N SHIPYARD TANKER 1S NNw S8ROKEN DUWN IN LIMON HARBOR, IT #AS CRIGINALLY
" CONFUSED wITH “Man CARI8" BY A SOURCe IN LIMON., ®"CARIB UNGC" w»ILL TAKE
TeOD «EEKS TO REPATRs AND MAY NOT BE& INVOLVED IN ANYTHING BUT ITS
STATED CARGO OF VEGETABLE OILe. VESSEL SAID TO FLY PANAMANIAN FLAG.
B. MMAR CARIB® = ROLL/ROLLOFF VESseEL (EsT 350 FEET) O«NED BY
CONSOL IDATED CARIB TRANSPORT COs (A .S, FIRM). VESSEL SAID TU BE °
"REGISTERED IN CAYMEN TSLAND, REPORTED TO CARRY GENERAL CARGQ = SAlD
YO HAVE LEFT PORT OF LLIMON AT ABOUT 2008007 NOV 81
EN ROUTE TO MIAMTI VIA
PTC. CORTEZs HONDURAS. EST WIAMI Pr 22 NOV. SHIP SHOULD NO» BE wELL
CLEAR OF CUSTA RICAN «ATERSa SHIP HAs RECOROD OF DRUG INVOLVEMENT AND
wAS ONE SUSPECTED (PER EPRIC) OF INVOLVEMENT IN ARMS SMUGGLING.
C. WGLORIAM = 200 FVT. FREIGHTER 541D TO 8E FLYING CYPRIOT FLAG.
UsSCcG AND ATF INFO INDICATING VESSEL EN ROUTE To .TEXAS V1A RCRT OF
 LIMON. PERIPIC THERE 1S GUOTE ODCUMENTED EVIDENCE UNQUOTE INDICATING
330 TNNS OF ARMS AND MUNITIONS ABOARD. OUE INTO LIMOMN DN_as NOVa. 81.
VESSFL IS8 ON LOOKOUT W1TH EPICe EPIC INFU APPARENTLY FROM HG COGUARCe
WASH. D<Ca THIS sAY BF OUR VESSELs §F 1T INDEED EXISTSs
RECUEST ADDRESSEFS PROVIOE ANY FURTHER INFORMATION AVAILABLE.

| el o a

3, ACTION REGUESTED IN PARA 2 REF B ACCOMPLISHED. POLOFF BRIEFED
DEP. PDIR. OF COSTA RICAN CIVIL GUARD AND REGQUESTED THAT GLCRIA BE
BOARDED AND SEARCHED WHEN SHE REACHES LIHUN.-BDTH MAR CARIB AND
GLOR1A HAVE BEEN PUT ON ERIC WATCH LIST.

MCHNETL

i e ks e A Snre

END OF MESSAGE . oo ' CONFIDENTIAL
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